ALL FOR CHRIST 
(Chapter Three of the book of Philippians)
· Today I want to share around Philippians Chapter Three and living whole  heartedly for Christ
· We are now living in uncertain times with much violence and tragedies happening around the world
· We have just seen another refugee boat sinking off the shores of Italy as people flee war torn areas

· In many ways we have been very blessed in this nation up to now 

· However material comforts can so often rob us of the best, intimacy with Jesus Christ and prevent us from EMBRACING HIS PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE

· Every believer has the potential in Christ to make a profound influence in this world for eternity

· As Christians we have a wonderful eternal hope and future in Christ – It is so important that we share this hope that we have in Christ with others
· WE CAN LEARN A LOT FROM THE APOSTLE PAUL WHO DID MUCH FOR GOD’S GLORY
· Around one third of the New Testament was written by the Apostle Paul who lived a life that was continually consecrated to God
· Today I want to look at some insights that we can learn from Chapter three of the book of Philippians and the life of Apostle Paul
· It is so important that we continually maintain a vibrant and overcoming Christian walk so that we can embrace all that God has planned for our life – so we in turn can be a great blessing and encouragement to many
· I WILL NOW LOOK VERSE BY VERSE AT CHAPTER THREE OF THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS BEGINNING WITH VERSE ONE. 
· The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.” (Philippians 3:1)

· In this verse we see one major key to remaining strong in our walk with the Lord
· We all will at times go through times of great testing and challenges

· We all at times will experience rejection by people that we love

· We must always choose to rejoice in the Lord in every circumstance and situation because the joy of the Lord is our strength
· Again in chapter 4 of the book of Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4)

· In 1 Thessalonians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
· Rejoicing in the Lord helps to keep our faith vibrant
· IN THE NEXT TWO VERSES THE APOSTLE PAUL WARNS US NOT TO LISTEN TO WRONG TEACHINGS WHICH TEACH THAT OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW IS NECESSARY FOR OUR SALVATION

“Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,” (Philippians 3:2-3)

· The Apostle Paul used strong terms to describe the legalists who tried to sabotage the gospel of free grace and who taught the necessity of circumcision (and observance of the Law) for one’s salvation
· The Apostle Paul emphasised that for believers it was not the physical circumcision (mutilation of the flesh) but our hearts that are circumcised when we come to faith in Christ
· FOR CHRISTIANS A TRUE SIGN THAT THEY HAVE A RIGHT PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS THAT THEY MANIFEST THE THREE CHARACTERISTICS THAT ARE MENTIONED IN VERSE 3

· They Worship God in the Spirit (Genuine heartfelt worship)

· They Rejoice in Christ Jesus (A genuine love for the Lord) and

· They have no confidence in the flesh (They know that they are saved by Grace through their faith in Jesus Christ)
· Our continual right standing with God is always based on our faith in Jesus Christ
· IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE USE OF THE LAW

· The Word of God helps to instruct us in the area of Godly living and gives us keys and promises to help us to live an overcoming and fruitful life. In the second letter to Timothy the Apostle Paul wrote,

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”          (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
· The Word of God however makes it clear that we cannot save ourselves through our own good works – none of us can ever completely live out perfectly the requirements of the law. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 
· The Scripture simply reveals to us that we cannot meet God’s standard of sinless perfection. The Law serves as our tutor to bring us to Christ in repentance and faith to receive His forgiveness for all of our sins and the FREE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE – After we come to Christ we are no longer under a tutor but are sons of God through our faith in Him.
· The Apostle Paul made this very clear in the following verses of Scripture.
IN THE BOOK OF GALATIONS WE READ

“But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are not longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:22-26)

“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)
IN THE BOOK OF ROMANS WE READ,

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4)

THE APOSTLE PAUL MADE IT CLEAR THAT WHEN WE GIVE OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IMPUTED TO US. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  
(2 Corinthians 5:21)
· In the book of Ephesians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
· THE DEVIL IS THE CONSTANT ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN 
· The devil will continually try and condemn believers in their thought life or use others to be critical and condemning of them TO PREVENT THEM FROM LIVING WHOLE HEARTEDLY FOR CHRIST
· Condemnation will always steal our joy and impact our fellowship and relationship with the Lord AND TRY AND GET US BACK INTO SELF EFFORT TO EARN GOD’S LOVE THROUGH WORKS – It will also almost certainly prevent Christians from fully embracing all that God has planned and destined for their life
· As Christians we must continually live in the knowledge that we are in a right standing with God (justified) because of our faith in Christ  

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:1-2)
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)
FROM THIS PLACE OF SECURITY IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD WE ARE FREE TO LOVE AND SERVE HIM AND TO FULLY EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE. Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· THE APOSTLE PAUL THEN IN THE NEXT FOUR VERSES EXPLAINS HOW ALTHOUGH HE WAS AS STRICT AS ANYONE IN HIS RELIGIOUS ZEAL AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS A GENUINE JEW BY BIRTH, HE LAID ASIDE ALL HUMAN ACHIEVEMENTS IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE FREE GIFT OF GRACE FROM GOD 
· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.” (Philippians 3:4-7)

· The Apostle Paul as much as anyone could have tried to put his confidence in his own achievements
· He was a genuine Jew by birth

· He was of the stock of Israel, directly descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

· His tribe was the elite of Israel

· His family retained Hebrew customs and he spoke the Hebrew language, and

· Paul had scrupulously observed the EXTERNAL demands of the law such as being circumcised on the eight day, and

· Fanatically tried to wipe out all opponents of Judaism
· HOWEVER WHAT PAUL HAD CONSIDERED ASSETS BECAME LIABILITIES

· After his Damascus road encounter with the Lord, the Apostle Paul laid aside all his human achievements to receive the FREE gift of grace and eternal life THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

· The Apostle Paul’s encounter with the Lord totally transformed his life. 

· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8)

· After his encounter with Christ, Paul’s primary pursuit in life was to know Jesus Christ in an ever increasing way
· After his conversion experience Paul not only had an intellectual knowledge of the Lord but an experiential knowledge of Jesus Christ through his personal communion with God
· After entering into his personal relationship with Jesus Christ, Paul considered his old life of religion rubbish compared with his new found love for the Lord. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Ephesians,
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
· OUR LOVE FOR JESUS WILL KEEP US STRONG IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD
· IN VERSE NINE THE APOSTLE PAUL REAFFIRMED THAT HIS RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD WAS BASED SOLELY ON HIS FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

“and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;” (Philippians 3:9)
· Like the Apostle Paul we must continually stand in who we are in Christ. A child of God who has been saved by grace through faith in Christ

· IN VERSE TEN WE SEE PAUL’S GREAT PASSION TO KNOW JESUS CHRIST – HIS WILLINGNESS TO SUFFER FOR JESUS, WHO HE LOVED MORE THAT ANY OTHER – AND HIS DESIRE TO KNOW AND EXPERIENCE THE RESURRECTION POWER OF CHRIST OPERATING IN AND THROUGH HIS LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” (Philippians 3:10-11)
· It is our love for Jesus that will keep us strong during the trials of life. 

· The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
· Christlike character is developed in our lives as we learn to overcome the trials of life

· When going through trials in life people either become bitter or better

· Though the Apostle Paul suffered much for his faith, his great love for Christ and willingness to share in the sufferings that Christ Himself went through, MEANT THAT NOTHING, INCLUDING EVEN PRISON CHAINS, COULD EVER SNATCH FROM HIM THE JOY OF KNOWING CHRIST
·  Prison chains could not keep him from pursuing God nor dull his effectiveness in ministry. Paul wrote several of his epistles whilst in prison

· Paul was a lover of God and not a user of God

· Paul’s desire to know Christ sprang from no other motive but to enjoy Him. He wanted Christ for Christ’s sake

· FOR PAUL HIS PRIMARY PURSUIT IN LIFE WAS TO KNOW CHRIST
· LIKE PAUL OUR LOVE FOR JESUS CHRIST AND TO KNOW HIM IN AN INTIMATE WAY NEEDS TO BE OUR PRIMARY FOCUS IN LIFE. IT IS THIS LOVE FOR JESUS THAT WILL STOP US FROM BEING OFFENDED IN LIFE AND GROWING COLD IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD. 

· Jesus Himself said in relation to the days just prior to His second coming,

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:3-13)
· THE APOSTLE PAUL THEN GAVE A GREAT KEY TO FULLY EMBRACING THE FUTURE THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE IN THE NEXT THREE VERSES

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)
· The Apostle Paul actively persecuted Christians before he himself came to Christ

· He was there at the stoning of Stephen

· The Apostle Paul could easily have lived with regrets all his life given the pain and suffering that he had inflicted on the lives of so many Christians prior to coming to faith

· But he knew that he could not keep looking back if he was to embrace what God had planned for his future
· We all have made many mistakes in the past
· Like Paul we must forget those things which are behind, even our successes, so that we can embrace the future that God has planned for our life

· WE MUST REFUSE TO ALLOW PAST HURTS AND REGRETS AND FAILURES TO PREVENT US FROM MOVING FOWARD IN LIFE

· We must purposely press on to lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of us

· NO PAST FAILURE CAN EVER STOP GOD FROM USING US IN THE FUTURE WHEN WE COMMIT OUR LIVES AND FUTURE TO HIM
· THE APOSTLE PAUL MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE MUST ALL HAVE THIS MINDSET – A whole hearted pursuit of Jesus and His plan and purpose for our life

· THE APOSTLE PAUL SAID,

“Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.” (Philippians 3:15-16)

· IN THE FINAL VERSES OF CHAPTER THREE OF THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS WE SEE THE APOSTLE PAUL STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING OUR FOCUS ON OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD AND REMAINING STRONG IN HIM
· AS BELIEVERS WE MUST BE WARY OF ALLOWING CARNAL CHRISTIANS WHO WOULD ADVOCATE A PERVERSION OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY AND WHO TAKE FREEDOM FROM THE LAW AS A LICENCE TO SIN FROM INFLUENCING OUR WALK WITH THE LORD
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
· In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
· As Christians it is so important that we do not allow the things of this world to take our affections away from Jesus

· AS CHRISTIANS OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN

· As believers we need to be always ready for the return of the Lord knowing that one day we will receive a glorious body before appearing before Him to be judged and rewarded for our life here on earth
· WHAT A WONDERFUL HOPE AND FUTURE WE HAVE AS BELIEVERS

· I WILL NOW FINISH WITH THE LAST FIVE VERSES OF THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS AND THE FIRST VERSE OF CHAPTER FOUR OF THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame - who set their mind on earthly things.”      (Philippians 3:17-19) 
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:20-21)
“Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.” (Philippians 4:1)

· It is so important that we stay close to the Lord in the days that we are living in and choose our friends wisely
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
· Like the Apostle Paul we must be committed to finishing our Christian walk strongly and investing our lives in storing up eternal riches.

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
WE ALL HAVE ONE LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY

GIVEN WHAT CHRIST HAS DONE FOR US AND WHAT GREAT BLESSINGS AWAIT US FOR ALL ETERNITY AS BELIEVERS
AND GIVEN THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WHO NEED TO KNOW THAT GOD, WHO IS RICH IN MERCY, LOVES THEM WITH A PASSION AND THAT IN CHRIST THEY HAVE A WONDERFUL HOPE AND FUTURE
HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE LIVE “ALL FOR CHRIST” AND THAT WE HELP OTHERS TO COME TO CHRIST 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21) 
The Apostle Paul knew that as a believer to be absent from the body was to be with the Lord, which was better, but whilst here on earth his sole pursuit was to live for Christ.

I will finish with the words of Jesus Christ,

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:26)
